ACT III        FOR    SERVICES    RENDERED             1~ 1

[SYDNEY gets tip and coming over to h's mother bwds

down and kisses her on the j ore lead*

MRS. ARDSLEY: As you're up you might ring the bell,
Sydney.  I'm simply dying for a cup "of tea,

[As he rings ETHEL c<w**s ;V.
ETHEL: I didn't know you were back, mother.
MRS. ARDSLEY: Yes, I got in a few minutes ago.   [ETHEL
kisses her.}   I was going up to see Evie, but Uncle
Charlie thought I'd better wait.

ETHEL: She's quite comfortable.
^ MRS. ARDSLEY: Asleep?
ETHEL: No, but resting.
MRS. ARDSLEY: Where's Lois?
ETHEL: She's in her room.  She's just coming.

[The MAID comes m with a tray, which she pnfs on a
little table.

MRS. ARDSLEY: [To her.} Oh, Gertrude, if anyone calls I'm
not at home.

GERTRUDE: Very good, ma'am.

MRS. ARDSLEY: I don't feel inclined to cope with visitors

this afternoon.
PRENTICE: I'll take myself off.

MRS. ARDSLEY: Don't be so stupid.  You're going to stay
and have a cup of tea,

PRENTICE: I have other patients, you know.
MRS. ARDSLEY: They can wait.

[Lois comes in.

MRS. ARDSLEY:  You ought to be starting soon, Lois,
oughtn't you?

Lois: I've got time yet.  It won't take me five minutes to
get to the station.